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"I was often a guest at his Banaras home for weeks at
a time," Roy told me. "I observed that many saintly
figures, dandi swamis,* arrived in the quiet of night to sit
at the guru's feet Sometimes they would engage in
discussion of meditational and philosophical points. At
dawn the exalted guests would depart. 1 found during
my visits that Lahiri Mahasaya did not once lie down
to sleep.
"During an early period of my association with the
master, I had to contend with the opposition of my
employer," Roy went on. "He was steeped in materialism.
" 'I don't want religious fanatics on my statf,* he would
sneer. 'If I ever meet your charlatan guru, I shall give
him some words to remember.*
"IThis threat failed to interrupt my regular programme;
I spent nearly every evening in my guru's presence. One
night my employer followed me and rushed rudely into
the parlor. He doubtless intended to utter the remarks
he had promised. No sooner had the man seated himself
than Lahiri Mahasaya addressed the group of about
twelve disciples.
" 'Would you all like to see a picture?*
"When we nodded, he asked us to darken the room.
*Sit behind one another in a circle,' he said, 'and place
your hands over the eyes of the man in front of you.*
"I was not surprised to observe that my employer also
was following, albeit unwillingly, the master's directions.
In a few minutes Lahiri Mahasaya asked us what we
were seeing.
"'Sir,' I replied, *a beautiful woman appears. She
wears a red-bordered sari, and stands near an elephant-
ear plant.' All the other disciples gave the same descrip-
tion. The master turned to my employer. 'Do you re-
cognize that woman?*
"*Yes/ The man was evidently struggling with emo-
tions new to his nature. 'I have been foolishly spending
my money on her, though I have a good wife. I am
* Members of a certain order of monks that ritually carry a
danda (bamboo staff) as a symbol of the Brahma-danda (''Staff
of Brahma"), which, in man, is the spinal column. The awaken-
ing of the seven cerebrospinal centres constitutes the true path
to the Infinite.